
Digital Analysis Essay 

(150 points) 

 

Due:  

 

Choose an issue, concept, person, group, or event with a significant digital footprint. Be sure to 

choose something or someone that excites you! It can be from historical or contemporary culture, 

real or created (e.g., Marvel’s Avengers, Beyoncé, the Revolutionary War, Salem Witch Trials, 

online education, etc.). This is called your central theme.  

 

Locate five different digital artifacts that explore, represent (literally or symbolically), or 

contribute meaning to that central theme. Each artifact must be digital – in its composition, 

medium, or delivery. Your artifcats must abide by the following rules: 

 At least two must be “digital writing” (as defined in our text on pages 6-7); 

 No more than two can be singularly visual (e.g., photographs, visual or studio art); and 

 One artifact must be a type of commentary about the central theme (researched essay, 

news article, review, expert interview, etc.).  

 

Here’s an example… 

Central Theme: Italian Food 

Artifacts: 

 YouTube video, “How to Make Real Italian Spaghetti Gravy” 

(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-h6ToaL6Qg8)  

 News article from The Atlantic, “In Italian Food, What’s Authentic and Does It Really 

Even Matter?” (https://www.theatlantic.com/health/archive/2012/02/in-italian-food-

whats-authentic-and-does-it-really-even-matter/253346/) [commentary & digital writing] 

 Meme, “Italians Be Like” (http://www.pmslweb.com/the-blog/italian-humor-benvenuti-

in-italia/)  

 Chef Mario Batali’s website (http://www.mariobatali.com/) [digital writing] 

 Digital photo essay, “Italian Food Photo Essay: #SundayServed” 

(http://taylorheartstravel.com/italian-food-photo-essay-sundayserved/)  

 

Analyze each artifact according to the applicable principles from The Digital Writer (e.g., 

chapter eight for images, chapter nine for videos, etc.). In a digital essay of about 800 words, 

showcase the results of your analysis by developing a claim based upon your examination of all 

five artifacts, supporting it with reasons and evidence. As a digital essay (hint: think of how an 

online news article functions), take advantage of the ability to integrate your artifacts. Answering 

some of these questions may help you generate material for your claim: 

 How do ethos, logos, pathos, and kairos function in each of the artifacts? How do their 

differences and similarities shape what audiences or the public understand about the 

central theme?  

 How does each artifact play a role in sustaining a central narrative or creating a 

counter-narrative in the history of your central theme? 

 How is the central theme represented across digital media? How does each artifact 

sustain or divert from that representation?  
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